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PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 

QUARTERLY  GR^ND  COIf IjUNIC^TlON, 

HELD  AT 

MASONIC  TEMPLE,  PHILADELPHIA, 

MAY  1,  1873,  A.  I.  2403, 

IN  REFERENCE  TO  THE  DEATH  OF 

Comp.  JOHN  WILSON,  JR. 

MOST  EXCELLENT  GRAND  KING. 

- -  -«•»•  - - 

PHILADELPHIA: 

PRINTED  FOR  THE  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 

By  JAMES  E.  KRYDER,  No.  32  SOUTH  SEVENTH  STREET. 

1873. 


•QUARTERLY  GRAND  COMMUNICATION. 

Held  at  Philadelphia,  May  1,  A.  D.  1873,  A.  I.  2403. 

PRESENT: 

Comp.  Charles  Eugene  Meyer, 

Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest. 

“  Andrew  Robeno,  Jr., 

Acting  Most  Excellent  Grand  King. 

“  George  W.  Wood, 

Most  Excellent  Grand  Scribe ,  pro  tem. 

“  Thomas  Brown, 

Most  Excellent  Grand  Treasurer. 

“  John  Thomson, 

Most  .Excellent  Grand  Secretary. 

“  J.  Alex.  Simpson, 

Deputy  Grand  Secretary. 


DISTRICT  DEPUTY  GRAND  HIGH  PRIESTS. 

Comp.  Joseph  S.  Evans,  Comp.  Joseph  L.  Lemberger, 
“  C.  F.  Knapp,  “  H.  A.  Wiltberger, 

“  George  P.  Owen,  “  Samuel  Brown,  Jr., 

Comp.  Dennis  F.  Dealt, 

Grand  Captain  of  the  Host,  pro  tem 

“  George  E.  Wagner, 

Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

“  Joseph  S.  George, 

Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

James  McGowan, 

Grand  Chaplain. 

“  Isaac  Muff, 

Grand  Master  of  Third  Vail. 

“  Edward  S.  Keeler, 

Grand  Master  of  Second  Vail,  pro  tem. 

“  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr., 

Grand  Master  of  First  Vail. 

“  Edward  Masson, 

Grand  Marshal. 

“  Thomas  R.  Patton, 

Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

“  Charles  W.  Packer, 

Junior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies ,  pro  tem. 

“  John  L.  Young, 

Grand  Pursuivant. 

Charles  Schnider, 

Grand  Tyler. 
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PAST  GRAND  HIGH  PRIESTS. 


Comp.  Joseph  S.  *  Riley, 

“  James  Simpson, 

“  Harman  Baugh, 

“  Daniel  Thompson, 

“  George  W.  Wood, 

“  George  Griscom, 

“  Michael  Nisbet. 

REPRESENTATIVES  OF  SISTER  GRAND  CHAPTERS,  &c. 

Comp, 

Of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maine. 

“  Michael  Nisbet, 

Of  the  Grand  Chapters  of  Oregon  and  Nova  Scotia. 

“  Andrew  Robeno,  Jr., 

Of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland. 

“  Charles  E.  Meyer, 

Of  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England. 

“  Horace  Fritz, 

Of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Wisconsin. 

Twenty-seven  Chapters  represented. 

The  Grand  Chapter  opened  in  ancient  and  solemn 
form  at  seven  o’clock  and  ten  minutes  P.  M. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  announced 
the  decease  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  King  Comp. 
John  Wilson,  Jr.,  in  the  following  words: 


COMPANIONS ,  MEMBERS  OF  THE 

GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH  CHAPTER 

OF  PENNSYLVANIA  : 

The  most  sorrowful  Masonic  duty  I  have  ever  been 
called  upon  to  perform,  is  that  of  announcing  to  you 
the  death  of 

Companion  JOHN  WILSON,  Jr. 

MOST  EXCELLENT  GRAND  KING 


OF  THE 


GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  PCH  CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 

It  is,  I  believe,  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  that  one  of  the  first  three  Grand 
Officers  has  been  taken  away  by  death ;  Companion 
Wilson  being  the  first  to  be  stricken  down,  and  his 
character  as  a  man  and  Mason  being  well  known  to 
all,  it  makes  it  more  than  proper  that  the  Grand 
Chapter  should  testify  in  some  manner  the  estima¬ 
tion  in  which  he  was  held  by  his  Companions  in 
Masonry. 


It  is  often  the  case  that  the  one  we  can  least  spare, 
the  one  around  whom  all  our  love  is  centered,  the  one 
whom  all  honored  and  loved  to  honor,  is  the  one  who 
is  the  first  to  be  called  away. 


John  Wilson,  Jr.,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  on  Friday,  April  8,  1831,  and  was  the  son  of 
one  whom  we  all  respected,  our  late  Companion,  John 
Wilson,  Sr. 

His  early  life  was  passed  in  this  city,  and  many  who 
are  now  present  remember  him  as  the  child,  the 
youth,  and  the  man. 

Of  his  business  life  it  is  not  our  purpose  to  speak  at 
this  time,  save  that  his  transactions  with  his  fellows 
were  marked  with  strict  honor  and  integrity,  and  that 
his  word,  once  given,  was  as  good  as  his  bond. 

His  father,  in  early  life,  became  an  active  Mason, 
and  no  doubt  that  love  and  veneration  always  mani¬ 
fested  for  our  ancient  fraternity  by  the  son  was  an 

inheritance  from  the  father. 

✓ 

In  his  twenty-second  year,  he  expressed  a  desire  to 
be  made  a  Mason.  He  presented  his  petition  to  Har¬ 
mony  Lodge,  No.  52,  was  balloted  for,  approved  and 
initiated  on  January  4,  1854,  was  passed  to  the  degree 
of  a  Fellow  Craft  Mason  February  1,  1854,  and  raised 
to  the  sublime  degree  of  - a  Master  Mason  on  March  1, 
1854.  His  progress  in  the  Lodge  was  rapid,  for  he 
served  as  Junior  Warden  in  1858,  Senior  Warden  in 
1859,  and  Worshipful  Master  in  i860. 

A  desire  for  further  knowledge  was  gratified  by  his 
being  honored  by  the  degree  of  a  Mark  Master 


Mason  conferred  on  him  on  February  15,  1855,  in 
Girard  Mark  Lodge,  No.  214. 

He  must  have  passed  the  Chair  by  election,  for 
he  did  not  apply  for  the  Chapter  degrees  until 
i860,  the  year  of  his  service  as  Master  of  his  Lodge, 
and  in  February  of  that  year,  he  was  received  and 
accepted  a  Most  Excellent  Master,  and  exalted  to  the 
supreme  degree  of  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Columbia 
Chapter,  No.  91. 

In  the  Chapter,  as  in  the  Lodge,  the  Companions 
rewarded  his  valuable  services  by  electing  him  as 
Scribe  in  1863,  as  King  in  1864,  and  in  1865  he  was 
elected  Most  Excellent  High  Priest,  and  received  the 
order  of  High  Priesthood. 

Scarcely  out  of  the  chair  as  presiding  officer  of  his 
Chapter  before  new  honors  awaited  him.  In  1866, 
Most  Excellent  Companion  Samuel  C.  Perkins  being 
Grand  High  Priest,  he  appointed  our  late  Companion 
as  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain,  and  in  1867,  he  further 
advanced  him  to  the  place  of  Grand  Principal  So¬ 
journer. 

In  1868  and  1869,  Most  Excellent  Companion 
George  Griscom,  the  Grand  High  Priest,  advanced 
Companion  Wilson  to  be  Grand  Captain  of  the 
Host. 
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At  the  election  for  officers  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
held  in  1869,  Companion  Wilson  was  elected  Most 
Excellent  Grand  Scribe,  and  in  1870,  was  unanimously 
re-elected. 

In  1871,  he  was  unanimously  elected  Most  Ex¬ 
cellent  Grand  King,  and  unanimously  re-elected  in 
1872,  and  filled  that  office  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
The  time  was  looked  forward  to  with  confidence  when 
he  would  fill  the  station  of  Grand  High  Priest. 


It  was  but  a  few  months  ago,  just  prior  to  the  last 
election  in  the  Grand  Chapter,  when  in  a  conversation 
with  a  number  of  friends  in  reference  to  the  interest  of 
this  Grand  Chapter,  he  expressed  a  strong  desire  to 
retire  from  office,  as  his  health  was  so  precarious,  he 
feared  that  he  would  not  live  to  fulfil  its  duties, 
however,  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  his  friends,  he 
at  length  consented  to  make  no  objections  to  the 
re-election. 

In  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  F.  and  A.  M.,  Companion  Wilson,  at  the  election 
in  December  last,  was  elected  as  one  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund,  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  death  of  his  father. 


During  the  past  year  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maine 


was  pleased  to  honor  Companion  Wilson  by  appoint¬ 
ing  him  as  their  Grand  Representative  near  this 
Grand  Chapter.  Of  this  proof  of  their  confidence, 
Companion  Wilson  was  justly  proud,  by  his  death 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maine  will  lose  the  services 
of  one  who  would  have  reflected  honor  on  his  ap¬ 
pointment. 

As  a  man,  Companion  Wilson  leaves  a  name 
untarnished. 

As  a  Mason,  he  lived  with  the  emblems  of  Masonry 
ever  in  view,  his  actions  were  squared  with  virtues 
square,  he  was  ever  ready  with  the  Masonic  trowel, 
he  knew  so  well  how  to  use,  to  spread  the  cement 
of  brotherly  love  and  affection,  of  which  he  was  a 
large  possessor. 

As  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  he  was  fervent  and 
zealous. 

As  a  Companion  Grand  Officer,  he  was  a  model 
man  and  officer.  In  the  administration  of  the  office 
of  Grand  High  Priest,  I  often  had  occasion  to  consult 
-with  my  Grand  Officers,  and  I  found  that  Companion 
Wilson’s  Masonic  knowledge  was  great;  he  was  quick 
in  discerning  between  the  right  and  the  wrong.  He 
was  in  perfect  harmony  with  all  the  doings  of  the 


Grand  Officers,  always  strong  in  his  love  for  the 
Grand  Chapter.  To  us  his  loss  will  be  great. 

Companion  Wilson  for  a  number  of  years  past  had 
been  in  delicate  health,  and  in  March  last  took  a 
journey  to  the  Southern  States  for  rest,  and  to 
recuperate  his  health,  while  in  Jacksonville,  Florida, 
he  was  detained  beyond  sundown  in  his  usual  after¬ 
noon  ride,  was  struck  with  the  miasma  arising  from 
the  swamps  near  that  place,  and  taken  sick  with  a 
severe  bilious  attack.  Having,  no  doubt,  a  premoni¬ 
tion  that  it  would  be  his  last  sickness,  he  started  for 
home,  sick  as  he  was,  and  had  barely  time  to  reach 
this  city  before  the  malaria  fever  set  in,  which  finally 
resulted  in  congestion  of  the  lungs,  causing-  his  death 
on  Thursday  morning,  April  24,  1873,  at  11  o’clock. 

During  his  last  illness,  there  were  but  a  few  mo¬ 
ments  in  which  he  was  conscious,  the  remainder  of  the 
time  he  seemed  to  be  wandering  on  the  borders  of 
the  unseen  future. 

His  death,  after  his  severe  illness,  was  comparatively 
easy,  and  he  passed  away  without  any  seeming  pain, 
his  face  after  death  wearing  that  pleasant  smile,  so 
peculiarly  his. 

Our  late  Companion  leaves  to  the  affection,  care 
and  protection  of  the  fraternity  his  widow  and  five 
children,  who  are  thrown  into  the  deepest  grief  by 
his  unexpected  death. 


His  funeral  on  Monday,  April  28,  at  2  o’clock  in 
the  afternoon,  was  attended  by  a  large  number  of  his 
Brethren  and  Companions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania, 
Harmony  Lodge,  No.  52,  F.  and  A.  M.,  Girard  Mark 
Lodge,  No.  214,  Columbia  Chapter,  No.  91,  R.  A.  M., 
and  Mary  Commandery,  No.  36,  Masonic  Knights 
Templar,  who  by  their  presence  testified  their  love 
and  respect  for  him. 


As  the  grave  closed  over  him  its  ground  was  hal¬ 
lowed,  for  there  was  enshrined  in  it  the  body  of  one  of 
whom  all  men  spoke  well  and  whom  we  shall  never 
meet  again  in  this  world,  but  our  belief  as  Masons 
teaches  us  that  our  immortal  part  will,  if  we  will  ity 
greet  him  once  again  in  that  better  world. 

“Peace  to  his  memory :  let  it  grow 
“  Greener  with  years  and  blossom  through  the  flight 
“  Of  ages.  *  *  *  * 

“  Let  the  light 

“  Stream  on  his  deeds  of  love,  that  shunned  the  sight 
“Of  all  but  heaven  ;  and  in  the  book  of  fame 
“  The  glorious  record  of  his  virtues  write, 

“And  hold  it  up  to  men  and  bid  them  claim 
“  A  palm  like  his.” 
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Past  Grand  High  Priest  Companion  Michael 
Nisbet,  offered  the  following  resolutions  which  were 

7  o 

unanimously  adopted,  to  wit: 

Whereas,  The  hand  of  death  has  again  appeared  in  our  midst, 
and  with  its  ruthless  grasp  torn  from  our  circle  our  well-beloved 
Companion  John  Wilson,  Jr.,  Most  Excellent  Grand  King  of  this 
Grand  Chapter;  therefore 

Resolved ,  That  in  the  death  of  John  Wilson,  Jr.,  the  com¬ 
munity  has  lost  an  upright  citizen;  society  one  of  its  ornaments; 
our  fraternity  a  true  brother  and  a  zealous  companion,  and  this 
Grand  Chapter  an  able  and  efficient  officer. 

Resolved ,  That  the  sociable  and  genial  disposition  ever  displayed 
by  our  late  Companion  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  several 
stations;  his  steady  adherence  to  our  ancient  usages  and  customs, 
and  his  practice  of  all  the  Christian  virtues,  won  for  him  our  esteem, 
respect  and  love. 

Resolved ,  That  this  Grand  Chapter  sympathizes  with  the  family 
of  our  deceased  Companion  in  their  loss  of  a  kind  husband  and 
affectionate  father,  and  may  they  in  their  hour  of  affliction  obtain 
consolation  from  Him,  whose  acts,  though  inscrutable  to  us,  are 
always  for  our  good. 

Resolved ,  That  this  Grand  Chapter  be  placed  in  mourning  for  six 
months;  that  the  Chapters  in  this  jurisdiction  be  duly  notified  of 
the  great  loss  the  Craft  has  sustained  by  the  death  of  the  Most 
Excellent  Grand  King,  and  that  they  be  directed,  as  a  mark  of 
respect  to  his  memory,  to  place  their  jewels  in  mourning  for  a 
period  of  six  months  from  receipt  of  such  notice. 


Re  solved,  That  a  copy  of  this  preamble  and  resolutions  be  sent 
to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 

On  motion,  the  address  of  the  Most  Excellent 
Grand  High  Priest  and  the  resolutions  offered  by 
Companion  Nisbet  were  ordered  to  be  spread  upon 
the  minutes  and  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members 
of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

Extracts  from  the  minutes. 

JOHN  THOMSON, 

Grand  Secretary. 


